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TOYOTA AND DISCOVERY EDUCATION CELEBRATE TEACHERS AND STUDENTS FOR 

THEIR CREATIVITY IN PROMOTING TEEN DRIVER SAFETY 

 

-- Prizes for Toyota Teen Driver Challenge Winners from Tennessee, New York and Missouri Include 

$20,000, a Toyota Driving Expectations Event and Virtual Driving Simulators -- 

 

Silver Spring, Md. (May 4, 2012) – Toyota and Discovery Education announced today the winners of 

the Toyota Teen Driver Video Challenge and Toyota Teen Driver Educators’ Challenge, the nation’s 

premier teen safe driving challenges. Winners will receive a variety of cash and prizes, such as $20,000, a 

Toyota Driving Expectations event and virtual driving simulators. These Challenges are part of Toyota 

and Discovery Education’s joint program, Toyota Teen Driver, which provides educators, parents and 

students with comprehensive lesson plans, take-home resources, an interactive game and more to help 

avoid distractions while driving and stay safe behind the wheel.   

 

Chosen from nearly 125 entries, this year’s Video Challenge Grand Prize winner of a $20,000 cash prize 

is Jacob Orlowski from Park Hill South High School in Riverside, Mo. Recognizing that motor vehicle 

crashes are the leading cause of death for U.S. teens, Orlowski created a video inspiring his peers to take 

action and create real life solutions to prevent distracted driving. The Video Challenge asked high school 

students across the country to create a unique two-minute video describing how they would encourage 

safe driving among their peers. In March, ten finalists were chosen and their videos were posted on the 

Toyota Teen Driver website for a “fan voting” period where the public was invited to vote to determine 

the grand prize winner. The remaining nine finalists each received $1,500 in cash.  

 

For the Educators’ Challenge, teachers nationwide were tasked with creating a detailed action plan on 

how they would promote safe driving among teens in their school and in their community. This year’s 

winners were chosen for their plan’s creativity, content and structure. First Place winner Erin Hattabaugh 

from Cleveland High School in Cleveland, Tenn., has won a Toyota Driving Expectations in-school safe 

driving event, a virtual driving simulator for her school and a $5,000 grant to implement her winning 

action plan. Second Place winner Carrie Shampoe from Clymer High School in Clymer, NY, has won a 

virtual driving simulator for her school and a $1,500 grant to implement her winning action plan. Both 

winning lessons will be made available on the Toyota Teen Driver website for teachers to use. 

 

Toyota Driving Expectations is a free program for teen drivers and their parents that has educated more 

nearly 20,000 participants since 2004. The program puts teens and parents behind the wheel and 

introduces “real world” obstacles, conditions and distractions in a safe and controlled driving 

environment. Virtual driving simulators, provided by Virtual Driver Interactive, are programmed with 

One Simple Decision™ – a program designed to stop impaired and distracted driving with a first person 
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experience that focuses on real life consequences. The simulators will also include Toyota Teen Driver’s 

“Heads Up!,” an interactive road driving challenge demonstrating the perils of distracted driving. 

 

“At Toyota, we are deeply committed to ensuring that drivers are safe at every phase of life,” said Pat 

Pineda, Group Vice President, National Philanthropy and the Toyota USA Foundation. “Toyota Teen 

Driver is an important part of that commitment, and we are thrilled with the work of the students and 

teachers who participated in our Video Challenge and Educators’ Challenge programs. Their creativity 

and smart thinking in addressing solutions for such a serious public health concern are an inspiration that 

we are pleased to join Discovery Education in supporting.” 

  

“Discovery Education is proud to reward these teachers and students for finding creative ways to address 

safe driving among teens with action items they can use in and outside of their classrooms,” said Mary 

Rollins, Discovery Education vice president. “We recognize the value in crafting unique learning 

opportunities that get communities involved in important issues that affect their everyday lives. 

Challenges like these underscore the need to involve educators, families and students in educating teens 

on the importance of creating a safe driving experience on the road.”  

 

For more information on Toyota Teen Driver, visit www.toyotateendriver.com.   

 

About Toyota  

Toyota (NYSE:TM) established operations in the United States in 1957 and currently operates 10 

manufacturing plants. There are nearly 1,500 Toyota, Lexus and Scion dealerships in the U.S., which sold 

more than 1.64 million vehicles in 2011. Toyota directly employs over 30,000 in the U.S. and its 

investment here is currently valued at more than $18 billion, including sales and manufacturing 

operations, research and development, financial services and design. Toyota's annual purchasing of parts, 

materials, goods and services from U.S. suppliers totals more than $25 billion.  

 

For more information about Toyota, visit www.toyota.com or www.toyotanewsroom.com. 

 

About Discovery Education 

Discovery Education transforms classrooms, empowers teachers and captivates students by providing 

high quality, dynamic, digital content for grades K-12 and community colleges. Powered by Discovery 

Communications (NASDAQ: DISCA, DISCB, DISCK), the number one nonfiction media company in 

the world, Discovery Education is the global leader in standards-based digital media, professional 

development, assessment tools and a passionate educator network to support districts in accelerating 

student achievement. Discovery Education services like Discovery Education streaming, Discovery 

Education Techbook and Discovery Education Higher Ed, are in more than half of all US schools and 35 

countries around the world.  Explore the future of education at www.discoveryeducation.com. 
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